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SUB J : KOREAN VOTE AT UNGA 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER SUWAIDI HAVING EXCUSED HIMSELF FROM ISSUE ON 
GROUNDS HE IS TOO BUSY JUST NOW WITH INTERNAL AFFAIRS, I HAD HOUR-AND 
-HALF MEETING WITH HIS DEPUTY SAIF GHUBBASH OCT. 23 TO REVIEW 
KOREAN ISSUE AT UNGA AND URGE THAT UAE GIVE ITS SUPPORT AT LEAST 

ON PROCEDURAL VOTE. BOTH GHUBBASH AND I WERE UNUSUALLY FRANK IN 
SETTING FORTH WHAT WE BELIEVED TO BE AT STAKE. BUT UPSHOT, I AM 
AFRAID. IS THAT HE HAS DECIDED UAE CANNOT AFFORD-EITHER ON SUB- 
STANTIVE OR PROCEDURAL VOTES-TO BREAK WITH ITS PREVIOUS PATTERN OF 
ABSTAINING ON THIS ISSUE. BRITISH AMBASSADOR MCCARTHY ALSO WEIGHED 
IN WITH GHUBBASH SAME MORNING BUT SIMILARLY CAME AWAY WITH FEELING 
THAT UAE WOULD NOT CHANGE ITS ABSTENTION THIS YEAGMV 

2. JUDGING THAT IT WAS PROBABLY LOST CAUSE TO TRY TO GET UAE TO 
CHANGE ITS ABSTENTION ON VOTES FOR DRAFTS THEMSELVES, I CONCEN- 
TRATED ON PROCEDURAL ISSUE, MAKING CASE THAT UAEG COULD, IF IT 
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CON TINUED ABSTENTION ON DRAFTS THEMSELVES, BUT JUSTIFY NEGATIVE VOTE 
ON ATTEMPT TO GIVE NORTH KOREAN DRAFT PRIORITY ON GROUNDS OF UPHOLDI- 
ING UN RULES. GHUBBASH SAID UNFORTUNATELY IT WAS NOW GENERALLY 
RECOGNIZED THAT VOTE ON PROCEDURE WOULD BE KEY VOTE ON OUTCOME OF 
KOREAN ISSUE AT THIS SESSION. 

3. WHEN I TOLD GHUBBASH IT WAS DISTURBING THOUGHT THAT VICTORIES 
WERE THUS BEING HANDED TO THE COMMUNIST SIDE BY ABSTENTIONS, 

GHUBBASH SAID IF IT WERE ITEM THAT WERE COMING UP FOR FIRST TIME 
AT UN IT WOULD HAVE BEEN EASIER FOR UAEG TO BASE ITS VOTE ON MERITS 
OF ISSUE. BUT PATTERN OF ABSTENTION ON KOREA WAS NOW LONG ESTABLIS- 
HED FOR UAE. AS TO MERITS OF DRAFTS THEMSELVES, GHUBBASH SAID HE 
PERSONALLY HAD NO DOUBT THAT OURS WAS MORE REALISTIC THAN 
COMMUNIST RESOLUTION. HE SAID HE HAD TOLD NORTH KOREAN REPRESENTA- 
TIVES AS MUCH WHEN THEY HAD APPROACHED HIM IN NEW YORK, TELLING THEM 
BLUNTLY THAT IT MADE NO SENSE TO TALK ABOUT REUNIFICATION FOR KOREA 
IN NEAR FUTURE. BUT, SAID BHUBBASH, THIS COULD NOTWBE MAIN DETER- 
MINANT OF UAE VOTE. LAST YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, BOUTEFLIKA 'GAVE ME HELL" 

FOR ABSTAINING ON CAMBODIAN VOTE. IN THAT CASE, SAID GHUBBASH, HE 
THOUGHT COMMUNIST RESOLUTION HAD MORE MERIT THAN WESTERN RESOLUTION. 
NEVERTHELESS, UAE HAD RESISTED THESE PRESSURES AND ABSTAINED. IT 
WOULD HAVE TO DO THE SAME NOW ON KOREAN ISSUE. 

4. GHUBBASH SAID HE WOULD BE FRANK WITH ME ON ANOTHER FACTOR THAT 
COUNTED. EVEN IF UAE COULD SEE ITS WAY TO SUPPORT WESTERN POSITION 
ON KOREA AT THIS SESSION IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO DO SO IN 
LIGHT OF RECRIMINATIONS THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE AFTER VOTE IN THIRD 
COMMITTEE. HE REFERRED TO STATEMENT THAT THOSE WHO SUPPORTED RE- 
SOLUTION WERE "INCONSIDERATE". I ASKED GHUBBASH IF HE REALLY HAD 
EXPECTED ANYTHING LESS THAN THE STRONGEST KIND OF LANGUAGE FROM THE 
USG ON THIS RESOLUTION. SURELY HE KNEW THERE WERE SOME EIGHT 
MILLION JEWS AMONG US CITIZENS. BUT I SAID WE OUGHT NOT TO ALLOW 
DIFFERENCES ON ONE ISSUE TO PREJUDICE RESPONSIBLE TREATMENT OF NEXT 
ISSUE ON AGENDA. THERE HAD BEEN MANY INSTANCES IN PAST WHEN ARABS 
HAD DISAPPOINTED US WITH THEIR VOTING AT UN, BUT I HAD NOT HEARD OF 
SINGLE INSTANCE WHERE THIS HAD MADE USG ANY LESS WILLING TO SEEK 
THEIR COOPERATION ON SUBSEQUENT VOTES. GHUBBASH NEVERTHELESS 
MAINTAINED THAT ATMOSPHERE HAD BEEN "POISONED" AT UN BY US STATE- 
MENTS ON ZIONISM VOTE. 
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5. WE WENT ON TO TALK MORE GENERALLY ABOUT UN AFFAIRS. AND AT END 
LEFT IT THAT GHUBBASH WOULD RECONSIDER POSSIBILITY OF SUPPORT ON 
PROCEDURAL ISSUE. FROM EVERYTHING HE SAID, HOWEVER, I CONCLUDE 
THEIR MINDS ARE MADE FOR ABSTENTION ON ALL VOTES. IN THEIR OWN EYES, 

OF COURSE, GIVEN THE SOLID ARRAY OF ARAB CO-SPONSORS FOR COMMUNIST 
RESOLUTION, THEY CONSIDER ABSTENTION A MARK OF THEIR FUNDAMENT- 
ALLY PRO-WESTERN OUTLOOK AND AN ACT OF SOME COURAGE. 

STERNER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LOBBYING, POLICIES, UNGA RESOLUTIONS, VOTING ABSTENTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 OCT 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: izenbeiO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ABUDFI02145 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750372-0147 
From: ABU DHABI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751018/aaaaapzp.tel 

Line Count: 115 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: izenbeiO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 JUL 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <17 NOV 2003 by izenbei0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KOREAN VOTE AT UNGA 
TAGS: PFOR, TC, KS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



